
C M Y C
T H E  F R I E N D L I E S T  N E W S L E T T E R  I N  S U S S E X ?

A P R I L  2 0 2 5







mailto:jeffnsmith76@gmail.com?subject=CMYC:%20RYA%20Stage%201%20&%202


mailto:jeffnsmith76@gmail.com?subject=CMYC%20RYA%20Start%20Sailing%20Level%201%20&%202








 
 
 

   

THE GREBE CLUB 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

We are one-Club with one-Aim … to have fun! 
 

06 April 2025 
 

10am for a 10:30 start at the Clubhouse 
 

Everyone Welcome 
 
 
This is the second themed event following the successful launch in February. This time we 
are exploring what is at the heart of our Club, its community and looking at how double-
handed sailing is all about working together.  
 
 
 
It’s this weekend...    …in the Clubhouse! 
 
 
Act now and don’t miss out on events that have been 
described as, “It was great to see both children and adults having fun together and 
everyone joining in.” 
 
 
Advanced Warning: 
Although we are sports people, and encourage a healthy 
diet, the Together event will feature cake.  
 
If you want to be sure of a slice of the action, please let 
Richard know.  
 
 
Future events for the diary: 

• 06 Apr: The Grebe Club - Together 

• 04 May: Open Day and The Grebe Club - Green Blue 

• 01 Jun: The Grebe Club - Fun 

• 06 Jul: The Grebe Club - Crew Development 

• 03 Aug: The Grebe Club - Active Adventure 

• 13 Sep: The Grebe Club - Navigation with Bart's Bash 

• 19 Oct: The Grebe Club - Oceanwide 

• 02 Nov: The Grebe Club - Annual Round-up 

• 07 Dec: The Grebe Club - Pre-Christmas Laughter. 

 

“Looking forward to the next one.” 
 

06th APRIL 



 
 
 

   

ANGUS BRANSBY R.I.P 
 

 

 

Angus was first introduced to sailing by his wife Olive in the late 1960s.  
He quickly came to enjoy the hobby regularly sailing Lasers, 420s and 
Mirrors.  They joined Crawley Mariners in the early days when the 
access was from Mill Lane, and the changing room was the back of 
your car. Angus was one of the signatories on the Club’s Articles of 
Association helping to get CMYC formed, and we thank him for this. 

Before the children he built a Mirror dinghy in the front room of the 
house, and mum took some convincing that it would fit through the 
door once completed, which included borrowing one to check it would 
not become a permanent lounge feature.  

My fondest memories were of the regular weekend trips with the 
Wayfarer in tow to the south coast, Angmering, Chichester and my 
favourite from Itchenor sailing up to East Head – cruises the Club still does today. Dad enjoyed the 
windiest days when the sailing was the most exciting, but I think the rest of us were less impressed 
with getting continually sprayed with water and feeling a bit sick.  Eating sandwiches on the beach 
with flasks of warm drinks, was a good reward. 

Dad became a qualified RYA Instructor and we were soon launched out on our own onto 
Hedgecourt in Mirrors with just a jib sail and Toppers, without any real instructions, I think he 
assumed we had gained enough hours watching to know what to do, and we always came back. 

We enjoyed summer holidays pottering 
around in boats in Cornwall, and trips abroad 
to Greece and Turkey for some cruising 
holidays around the islands. 

Angus migrated to Wayfarers and regularly 
raced through the winters at Bough Beach.  
After Retiring from work he and some friends 
set up the Warlingham Yacht Club. Although 
Warlingham is some 35 miles from the closest 
bit of coast and to start with his family was not 
sure they were sailing much more than a pub 
table, however the club became more serious 
and chartered boats to sail in the Solent and 
across the Channel.  He also joined the CMYC on trips to Greece most recently in 2017. My brother 
and I joined them on that trip and for one of the best holidays we have had. 

Angus was always fit, healthy and enthusiastic to help out, he continued sailing up to this summer 
and joined friends to sail to Jersey in October, before becoming unwell with mesothelioma 
(asbestosis) and passing away on the 1st February 2025 after 80 years well lived. 

Hedgecourt provides a safe place for children to learn and has a great atmosphere to the club with 
regular trips to the coast.  Now his grandchildren take on helm enjoying junior events. 

Angus (with thanks to Hal Bransby, his son). 



 
 
 

P U T T IN G  T H E  C LU B  B A C K  I N T O  C R AW L E Y  M A R I N ER S  Y A C H T  C LU B  

CLUB STRATEGIES IN DETAIL 
 

 
 

 
Since 2024 the CMYC Management Committee has invested time to: 

• ensure continuity of leadership is more easily maintained 

• knowledge and responsibilities are shared 

• adding a focus on DATE 

o Development (skills), Activities, Together (Community) and Environment. 

 
Put simply we wish to strengthen and demonstrate* our community spirit and develop our 
social dimension for the long-term benefit of the Club. 
 
This has resulted in collaborative Cloud storage, a Knowledge Base Intranet to share 
information, use of Club specific email addresses, creation of a detailed set of Roles & 
Responsibilities plus the creation of role and event guides to make everything easier. 2025 
also started with a fully integrated activities programme and are introducing the following: 
 
Community Together – Galley Duty 
 
This new duty type has been added for 2025 to support open events and more importantly 
help you to contribute to and enhance the social aspect of our events. 
 
Community Together – Community Spaces  
 
CMYC are introducing Community Spaces to share the beautiful view across the lake from 
our Clubhouse grounds with others from the local community, such as residential care 
homes. This can help with mental health as well as being a social opportunity to care for 
others and promote this core aspiration. 
 
This will also help promote the Club and with records retained of those organisations we 
support will actively demonstrate* our commitment to the wider community. 
 
Community Together – Sailability 

 
A Sailability review started in 2024 using the RYA Assessment guide and the use of two 
special loan boats to obtain personal feedback. This has culminated in a prioritised 
approach the Management Committee will use to actively demonstrate* improvement of our 
facilities and eliminate barriers to participation for our less abled members. 
 
Skills Development – The Grebe Club 

 
The Grebe Club has been launched to support and demonstrate* skills development in 
addition to any formal training the Club offers. Next of these is 06th April – all welcome. This 
initiative also actively supports all other Club activities such as promoting Cobnor, Open 
Day (04 May) and is re-introducing youth leadership, and we are working on how to better 
manage the lake that we all love and rely upon. 
 

*Demonstration of our approach will greatly assist applications for grants and will benefit 
future Management Committees to receive the RYA Recognition the Club deserves. 
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Fun Race! 
Come and join our next ‘Fun Race’ at Junior Saturday Club on 12th April 

Open to all Junior/Youth sailors, so do come along and join us. 
 
March saw our first ‘Fun Race’ of 2025 and yes it was cold and windy. None the less brother 
and sister (William and Victoria) took part and raced against each other, doing really well in 
the tricky conditions. This was Victoria’s first race and she managed to stay upright in her 
Oppie throughout the race. William did have one dry capsize in a Topper 4.2 but managed 
an additional two laps to his sister and came first. They returned with big smiles and were 
looking forward to the April Fun Race. Having watched the race, one of the other AM Oppie 
sailors has now decided he will join Victoria for the next one. 
Dan and Maria were in the coach boat and were pleased to see how well the two sailor’s 
skills improved during the race.  
Next month we will have two brothers racing in an Oppie and Topper joining the other three 
next month. So do come and join these five sailors for some more fun.  
AM sailors can use the boats they have used in the morning session and have a quick warm 
up before the race starts.  
PM sailors need to let us know if they want to race, then we save a boat for you. The race 
finishes at 1.00pm so you will have time to eat your lunch and join in with your PM group.   
 
The Fun Race is only 25 minute long and if you can tack, gybe and sail a triangle you will 
have no difficulty in taking part. There will be a support boat and an instructor on the water 
giving help and advice to anyone that needs it. There will be someone to help get your boat 
on and off the water and a tow if necessary to get you out to the start line. 
 
For those new to the fun race. 

1. Find a boat – if you are using a club boat ask an instructor to allocate one for you to 
use. If you have your own boat do ask if you need help rigging 

2. Sign on – Outside the clubhouse there will be a form, please put your full name clearly 
on it together with the other information required (there will be someone there to help 
if you are not sure where and what to put).  

3. Briefing: Before the race the person running the race will explain where the race will 
be and the marks to go around. They will also explain how you will know when the 
race is about to start and stop. 

4. Head out to the sailing area by the Maid of Kent. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there, and it would be lovely to see some new sailors having 
a go along with the regulars.  
 
When booking on for Saturday Club please say you will be racing. (Many thanks  –  
Diana) 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

Model Yacht Group News 

 
Our group of DF-65 sailors is steadily growing. At 
present we meet up on an informal basis on a 
Wednesday afternoon to practice our helming and boat 
on boat skills. Ad hoc races tend to ensue, and the 
boats are very well matched. Did any of 
you visit the DF stand at the dinghy show? I chatted with 
John Tushingham there, one of the co-founders of the 
class and a leading DF helm. 
 
We also now seem to be starting to attract new model 
yacht members. Expect to see International One Metres 
(IOM) on the lake shortly. These are a development 
class rather than a strict one design. I for one look 
forward to seeing them on the water. We are open to all 
classes, the more the merrier! Brian Dart has also been 
busy in his man shed and is rumoured to be building his 
own IOM on a 3D printer! Watch this space. 
 
What if you don’t have a model Yacht? No problem. 
CMYC now has it own classic Marblehead Yacht. 
“Bloodaxe” is a big and impressive model with a swing 
rig and it was designed and built by Roger Stollery. We 
tested it out last week and it sails beautifully. 
We have yet to set dates for a formal Club Racing series 
but we will set one up shortly. We are using the DSRC 
mobile phone app for our ad hoc races and it seems to 
fit the need perfectly. You can download it for either 
Android or iPhone. It provides an audible one minute 
count down and it can be used with any Bluetooth 
speaker. It also has a built-in racing and results facility a 
bit like sail wave or HAL. 
As we are all sailing 65cm yachts we do not have the 
additional complication of handicap calculations. 
Do come down and meet the group. Someone will almost 
certainly thrust a transmitter in your direction and you will 
discover just how much fun model yacht sailing can be. 
 
Fair winds 
Donal  
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Sovrana 
Join me for a sail on a classic wooden Ketch 

 

I’m opening up a few spots 

aboard Sovrana — a stunning 1969 

Sovereign Class wooden ketch with loads of 

character. She’s a real head-turner and a joy 

to sail. I’m looking for friendly, enthusiastic 

crew to join me for a delivery passage in the 

second half of April (East Coast to her home 

base in Swanwick), and later on for weekend 

and longer cruising trips from Swanwick. 

I keep things relaxed and enjoyable onboard, 

but safety is always a priority. I’m RYA 

Yachtmaster Offshore and love sharing the 

experience of sailing — especially on a boat 

as unique as Sovrana. Whether someone’s 

got plenty of miles under their belt or just 

loves the idea of sailing a classic yacht, 

they’re very welcome to reach out. 

 

Maksim 
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Spinnaker course report – March 2025 

 

The RYA Dinghy Sailing with Spinnaker 

course is an advanced module designed 

to give the participants ‘Everything you 

need to know to sail a boat confidently 

with conventional or asymmetric 

spinnakers’. This was looking like a tough 

ask when day 1 dawned with blue sky but 

zero wind and perfect reflections on the 

lake. Fortunately, there was plenty of 

theory to cover first and by the time we 

were ready for land drills there was just 

enough breeze for some demonstrations. 

 

With land drills completed, we rushed to 

get on to the water to make the most of what little wind there was - with the 

forecast being so light we weren’t confident how much spinnaker work would 

be possible. However, with a judicious amount of towing the 2000 and Quest 

upwind to maximise the time downwind we got a lot more practice that I 

thought might have been possible. With the breeze being so light it actually 

enabled everyone to focus on the skills and techniques rather than worrying 

about boat balance and potentially capsizing. 

                 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

Spinnaker course report – March 2025 

If fact the weather worked out perfectly with Day 2 having significantly more 

wind (but still glorious sunshine!). This allowed the practice of some of the 

more advanced principles such as sailing an ‘S’ shaped course downwind – 

heading up in the lulls and down in the gusts. 

 

Over a few decades at 

CMYC I don’t think I 

have ever seen so 

many spinnakers 

flown so consistently 

and for so long.  

 

 

 

 

Many congratulations 

to Maksim, Philip, 

Liam, Ester, Ian, 

Charlotte and Thomas 

for learning so quickly 

and contributing so 

much to a successful 

course. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

Strictly Dinghy Cruising 

 
The weather is finally beginning to warm up 
and the clocks will have changed by the time 
you read this. That of course means that it is 
time to think about dusting off your boat and 
trailer and thinking about our upcoming 
cruises. We lost quite a few cruises due to 
inclement weather last year so fingers 
crossed for a better season this year. My 
boat is at Cobnor in Chichester Harbour and 
is ready for the season. Is yours ready yet? 
Chichester Harbour is indeed beautiful and a 
very sheltered area for sailing small boats. 
 
As in previous years I will send out emails to 
those members who have expressed an 
interest in cruising early in the week 
preceding a planned cruise. If you do not 
receive these emails and wish to then please 
let me know. I then analyse the replies and 
attempt to match up helms with prospective 
crew. I am very happy to answer any queries 
you may have about how to get involved.  
 
 
 
The cruises coming up are as follows: 
 
Sat 05th April  Chichester  05.20  4.0 2.4 Np  

 
Sat 12th April  Chichester  12.24  4.5 3.6 Sp 

 
Sun 27th April  Chichester  11.46  4.9 4.3 Sp 

 
Sat 17th  May  Chichester  15.24  4.2 2.9 Mid * 

 Novice Cruisers and Slower Boats especially Welcome. 
 

I hope to see lots of familiar faces and some new ones on the water this year. 
 

Fair winds 

 

Donal  
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Training & Development 

It was a very cold start to the season, relatively quiet in the morning but busy in the 
afternoon. It was great to see that one of our first time Topper sailors ventured out onto the 
water despite the conditions. 
 
Thanks to all our instructors and helpers who made the day a success. 
 

Adult Saturday Club - report by Jeff 
There was a good turn out of both new members and instructors plus a few regulars. We 
were able to provide one-to-one instruction for those just starting to sail.  
 
Thanks to all our instructors and helpers who made the day a success. 
 
Two Comets and a Gull stayed on for the Beginners Race, there was some close racing 
with positions changing and a few lessons learned.  Results can be seen here. 
 

Spinnaker Course 
See elsewhere in this newsletter for a report on the highly successful Sailing with 
Spinnakers course, thanks to Geoff for running the course and to Alison for providing 
powerboat support. 

https://archive.halsail.com/Result/Public/3326/2





